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Adult Education – St. Luke’s Church – Sedona, AZ – Class 16 

Understanding & Using the Prayer Book – Apostolic Succession and the Ordinal 

September 29, 2019 

 

Note: for ease of accessing the web sites referenced in this handout, download your own PDF 

copy here: http://www.episcopalnet.org/DBS/Sedona/AdultEducation2019.html and click on the 

live links in that copy. Questions or comments? Email me at dmc89az@gmail.com. Follow St. 

Luke’s on Facebook: “St. Luke’s Church Sedona AZ”. 

 

I. Opening Prayer 
 

 ALMIGHTY God, the giver of all good gifts, who of thy divine providence hast appointed 

divers Orders in thy Church; Give thy grace, we humbly beseech thee, to all those who are to be 

called to any office and administration in the same; and so replenish them with the truth of thy 

doctrine, and endue them with innocency of life, that they may faithfully serve before thee, to the 

glory of thy great Name, and the benefit of thy holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. (For those who are to be admitted into Holy Orders, BCP, p. 39)  

 

II. Jesus Conveys Apostolic Authority and Responsibility 
 

• Church Discipline: “Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (St. 

Matthew 18:18) 

• Forgiveness of Sins: “Again Jesus said, Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I 

am sending you. And with that he breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive anyone's sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven.” (St. John 20:21-23) 

• Faithful Administration of Holy Communion: “And when he had given thanks, he 

brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in 

remembrance of me. After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, 

saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 

remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 

Lord's death till he come. 

• The Great Commission: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you.” (St. Matthew 28:19-20) 

 

III. Apostles and Bishops 

 
• The Apostles felt a need to immediately fill the vacancy left by Judas: “Men and 

brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the 

mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. 

For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Now this man 

purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in 

the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And it was known unto all the dwellers at 

Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to 

say, The field of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be 

desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take. Wherefore of 

these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
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among us, Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up 

from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. And they 

appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And 

they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of 

these two thou hast chosen, That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from 

which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. And they gave forth 

their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.” 

(Acts 1:16-26) 

• Paul had to be presented to the Apostles after his conversion: “But Barnabas took him 

and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the LORD 

and that the LORD had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in 

the name of Jesus.” (Acts 9:27) 

• The dispute over circumcision between Paul and the Judaizers is brought to the 

Apostles and the elders in Jerusalem and is decided by James. (Acts 15:1-32) 

• Paul rebukes the Corinthians as one with special authority: “But I will come to you 

shortly….What will ye? Shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of 

meekness?” (I Corinthians 5:19, 21) 

• The list expands: For example – Barnabas (Acts 14:14); Silas and Timothy (I 

Thessalonians 1:1, 2:6) 

• As death depleted the ranks of the original twelve Apostles, their successors became 

known as Bishops (overseers). 

• Qualifications: “This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a 

good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of 

good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not 

greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his 

own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how 

to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a novice, lest 

being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must 

have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of 

the devil.” (I Timothy 3:1-7) 

 

IV. Deacons – Assistants to the Apostles (and Bishops) 
 

• As the Church grew, the Apostles needed help to keep up with daily responsibilities: 

“And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a 

murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in 

the daily ministration. Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, 

and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. 

Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy 

Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give ourselves 

continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. And the saying pleased the whole 

multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, 

and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of 

Antioch: Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their 

hands on them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples 

multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the 

faith.” (Acts 6:1-7) 

• In addition to “serv[ing] tables,” Deacons: testified boldly (Stephen before the Council 

– Acts 7:1-53); evangelized (Philip – Acts 8:4-8; 26-34); baptized new converts (Philip – 
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Acts 4:35-39); performed wonders, signs and healings (Stephen and Philip – Acts 6:8; 

8:4-8); were martyred (Stephen – Acts 7:54-60). 

• Deacons have always been closely linked with their Bishops: “Paul and Timotheus, the 

servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the 

bishops and deacons.” (Philippians 1:1) 

• Qualifications: Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to 

much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure 

conscience. And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, 

being found blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful 

in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their 

own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to 

themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.” (I 

Timothy 3:8-13) 

 

V. Priests (Presbyters/Elders) – The Apostles’ 

(and Bishops’) Local Leaders 
 

• Paul and Barnabas ordained priests throughout Asia Minor: “And when they had 

ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended 

them to the LORD, on whom they believed.” (Acts 14:23) 

• They were subject to the Bishops: “And from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus, and called 

the elders of the church.” (Acts 20:17) 

• They exercised local authority: “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of 

double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. (I Timothy 5:17) 

• They are to be Shepherds: “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an 

elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall 

be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not 

by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being 

lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd 

shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” (I Peter 5:1-4) 

• They are to be chosen carefully: Paul to Timothy – “Lay hands suddenly on no man, 

neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure.” (I Timothy 5:22) 

• They are to administer the Sacraments: “Is any sick among you? let him call for the 

elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of 

the LORD.” (James 5:14) 

 

VI. Apostolic Succession and the Ordinal 

 
• The threefold ministry of Bishops, Priests and Deacons has survived from the days of the 

early church to the present: 

o “Do nothing apart from the bishop.” (Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, Second 

Century) 

o “If anyone is not with the bishop he is not with the Church.” (Cyprian of 

Carthage, Third Century) 

o This Apostolic Succession continued, unbroken, even through the Reformation. 

(See pages 5 and 6 below) 

• The Bishop is always the Minister of Ordination (or Consecration). 

• The Matter consists of the laying on of the Bishop’s hands. (Wilson, p. 204) 
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• The Form is prayer to the Holy Spirit for the particular office to which the candidate is 

being ordained. (Id.) 

• The Benefits are the transmission of the Apostolic Commission and grace to fulfill the 

functions of the office. (Id.) 

• The various rites are set for in the Ordinal (BCP, pp. 529-74): “Since the sixteenth 

century the word ‘Ordinal’ has been used in Anglicanism to refer to the texts of the rites 

for ordination. The 1549 BCP did not include the ordination rites. These were printed 

separately in 1550 with the title ‘The Form and Manner of Making and Consecrating of 

Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.’ These forms were printed in the BCP 

beginning with the 1552 revision. In medieval times an ordinal was a book that gave the 

ordo (ritual and rubrics) for liturgies.” 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/ordinal  

• Deacons: “It appertaineth to the Office of a Deacon, in the Church where he shall be 

appointed to serve, to assist the Priest in Divine Service, and specially when he 

ministereth the Holy Communion, and to help him in the distribution thereof; and to read 

Holy Scriptures and Homilies in the Church; and to instruct the youth in the Catechism; 

in the absence of the Priest to baptize infants; and to preach, if he be admitted thereto by 

the Bishop. And furthermore, it is his Office, where provision is so made, to search for 

the sick, poor, and impotent people of the Parish, that they may be relieved with the alms 

of the Parishioners, or others. Will you do this gladly and willingly?” (BCP, p. 533) 

• Priests: “Receive the Holy Ghost for the Office and Work of a Priest in the Church of 

God, now committed unto thee by the Imposition of our hands. Whose sins thou dost 

forgive, they are forgiven; and whose sins thou dost retain, they are retained. And be thou 

a faithful Dispenser of the Word of God, and of his holy Sacraments; In the Name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” (BCP, p. 546) 

• Bishops: Give heed unto reading, exhortation, and doctrine. Think upon the things 

contained in this Book. Be diligent in them, that the increase coming thereby may be 

manifest unto all men; for by so doing thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear 

thee. Be to the flock of Christ a shepherd, not a wolf; feed them, devour them not. Hold 

up the weak, heal the sick, bind up the broken, bring again the outcasts, seek the lost. Be 

so merciful, that you be not too remiss; so minister discipline, that you forget not mercy; 

that when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, you may receive the never-fading crown of 

glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” (BCP, p. 558) 

 

VII. Closing Prayer 
 

 O GOD, who dost ever hallow and protect thy Church; Raise up therein, through thy Spirit, 

good and faithful stewards of the mysteries of Christ, that by their ministry and example thy 

people may abide in thy favour and be guided in the way of truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of the same Spirit ever, one God, world without 

end. Amen. (Collect from The Litany for Ordinations, BCP, p. 562) 
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 The Rev. David M. Cooper, Deacon, St. Luke’s Church, Sedona, AZ 

 

From Cox, pp. 155-59 
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